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[A REPORT ON THE CELEBRATIONS TO MARK THE
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SCIENCE 2019 AT MT. KINANGOP GIRLS’ SECONDARY
SCHOOL]

APPRECIATION
The organisers wish to thank the following people and organisations for lending their support
to make the event possible.
Mr. David Hollier and his daughter Dawn, Mr. David Bland and the entire Rotary Club of
Doncaster England, Mrs. Janet Muriuki, and the staff and students at Mt. Kinangop Girls’
Secondary School.
The organisers also thank the students at Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School and their
teachers, for allowing us to publish their picture on the cover page of this report.

MAIN REPORT
The event to mark the international day of women and girls in Science 2019 was held on
Friday, 15th February 2019 at Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School. It was the first time
such an event was held in Nyandarua County. The event had participation of over 700
students from the school.

Participants and Organisers getting ready for the event. Back row: Mr. Peter Nderitu, Ms.
Beatrice Maina and Mr. Bonface Witaba. Front: Ms. Maryanne Muriuki, Police Constable
Ms. Naomi Mwihaki and Mr. Peter Ngugi. Photo: Peter Ngugi
The event started with a Science Exhibition at the main hall, and covered projects ranging
from countering fruit flies, making organic manure, laser technology for security purposes,
and developing hand sanitisers. These Science projects will be presented at the Kenya
Science Fair.
At 2:00 PM, the event continued with edutainment by Mt. Kinangop Girls. The students from
various classes presented poems and musical pieces on Science and Technology. Later, Mrs.
Githaiga, the Deputy Principal at the school, welcomed all participants to enjoy the day and
learn from women in Science. She stressed the need to have more women in scientific
research to solve the major problems the world is facing, from hunger to extreme floods. She
also offered apologies for the absence of the Principal and some of the teachers, who had

accompanied some of the students participating at the District Level of the Kenya National
Drama Festivals, happening at a nearby school.
The Head of Science, Mr. Peter Nderitu, then presented about the Science events and projects
that have been taking place at the school. He attributed the improvement in Science subjects
to the increased positive attitude, and thus the huge improvement in the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math) subjects at the Kenya Certificate of Secondary
Education (K.C.S.E.) in 2018.
Mr. Ndiritu’s speech was followed by a session by remarks from sponsors and organisers.
Mr. Ahmed Abdi, from Somalia but now based in the U.K., expressed his desire to empower
women through Science, and shared a personal experience of members from his family who
inspired his journey to becoming a space engineer from the leading space university in the
world, the International Space University (ISU), based in Strasbourg, France. In his recorded
video message, he encouraged the girls to know and believe that they are the change makers
in their society.

ASW Founder, Mr. Ahmed Abdi addressing the audience through his video message.
Credits: Peter Ngugi.
Mrs. Dawn Jackson, also through a recorded video message, spoke about the need for
empowerment, and emphasised that women are up to the task of scientific research. She
wished the students the very best in their projects.
The other remarks came from Mr. David Hollier, Dawn’s father, who gave a brief of women
across the world who have made scientific breakthroughs in their respective fields, including
the application of X-Rays for medical purposes.

Mr. David Hollier, representing the Rotary Club of Doncaster addressing the audience via
video. Picture credits: Peter Ngugi
Co-organiser, Ms. Maryanne Muriuki, thanked the school for the continued partnership for
the empowerment of the society through Science. She also expressed her gratitude to the
event sponsors, including the Rotary Club of Doncaster England for their support. She spoke
a bit about the Rotary Movement in the world, and also encouraged the students to join the
Rotaract Clubs when they joined university after completing their Secondary education.
One of the main speakers, Mr. Bonface Witaba, took to the stage and talked and gave a talk
on “Artificial Technology and Mental Health”. Mr. Witaba discussed on the use of
technology to enhance the well being of the society. Mr. Witaba talked on the use of
technology, and the need for more scientific innovations to break down cultural barriers that
inhibit women and girls from achieving their full potential, and also the fact that technology
is essential in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Mr. Bonface Witaba, the founder of the Centre for Youth Empowerment and Leadership
(CYEL) giving his talk at the International Day of Women and Girls in Science event at
Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School. Photo: Maryanne Muriuki

The guest speaker, Ms. Beatrice Maina, addressed the audience immediately after Mr.
Witaba. Ms. Maina, a horticulturist by profession, gave a personal story of how she changed
her attitude in the latter years of high school, and this enable her to join university and pursue
a Bachelor’s degree in Horticulture Science. She described how science is part and parcel in
her daily work, and also how it plays an important role in explaining the need for better and
improved farming practices, to enhance productivity and earn more income.

Ms. Beatrice Maina, a horticulturist by profession, giving the main talk at the event.
Photo: Maryanne Muriuki
Later, the audience was inspired by lightning talks by Mr. Peter Ngugi, who recently went
back to school to become the best creative photographer and videographer, and also by
Naomi Mwihaki, a Kenya Police officer also working in the sign language department to
assist differently-abled persons suffering from deafness. She also spoke on the application of
the topic of the day in Forensic Science, to address crime and improving security in Kenya.
The final speaker was Esther Nderitu, an alumnus of Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School,
from the class of 2014. Almost done with her Bachelor’s in Quantity Surveying, Ms. Nderitu
urged the students to be vigorous in their quest for knowledge and know that only their

attitude can limit them. She urged them to take an example from her, and know they are
capable, and they have to be disciplined class and outside of it.

Ms. Esther Nderitu, an alumnus of Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School, now pursuing
a Science degree. Photo: Maryanne Muriuki
The event ended at 4:30, and a session of prayer was led by a student from the school.

Outcomes of the Event
1. Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School committed to ensure the International Day of
Women and Science will be also marked next year (2020), and offer a hand-on skills sessions
for the students.
2. The event was successful, and most students expressed their satisfaction with the speeches
and information they learned that day.

3. Speakers promised to bring their companies and organisations on board to enrich
discussions and workshops during the Mt. Kinangop Girls’ Secondary School Science Weeks
during the second and third terms of the academic year.

